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Received December 12, 1765.

IV. Account of an inedited Coin of the Emprefs
Crifpina. In a Letter o the Rev. Thomas

Birch, D. .D. Secretary tothe Royal Society,
Jrom the Rev. John Swinton, B.D. F.R.S.

Member of the Academy degli Apatifti az
Florence, and of the Etrufcan Academy
of Cortona 7z Tufcany.

SIR,
Read Feb. 13, N inedited Greek coin of the em-
1766. prefs Crifpina, which feems to have

had a place formerly affigned it in the cabinet of the
celebrated Profeflor Ott, and from thence afterwards
to have paflfed into that of his fon, the late Re-
verend Mr. Ott, fome years fince fell into my hands.
The medal is nearly of the fize of the middle Ro-
man brafs, and tolerably well preferved. The work-
manthip is fomewhat rude, and favours fufficiently
both of the age and the remote province in which
it firft appeared. On one fide is exhibited the head
of Crifpina, wife of the emperor Commodus, at-
tended by the Greek legend KPICTIEINA CEBACTH,
CRISPINA AVGVSTA; and on the reverfe two hu-
man figures, one fitting in a chair, with a lance in
its left hand, and the other ftanding by its fide,
prefent themfelves to our view. They are both
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furrounded by the infcription AAPAANOLCHNON,
DARDANOSSENORVM, Of DARDANOSSENSIVM, which
evidently points at the inhabitants of fome antient
town. Not one of the letters, either of the legend
or infcription, has fuffered greatly from the injuries
of time.

Who the Dardanofienians were, or in what part of
the world fituated, I muft not take upon me abfo-
lutely to decide; the word AAPAANOXEA, DAR-
DANOSSA, not appearing, as the name of a city,
in any antient writer. But that this word occurred,
in fuch a fenfe, in the original text (1) of Ptolemy, and
was afterwards converted by fome ignorant tranfcri-
ber into pARANIssA, which flill remains in all the
printed and manufcript copies of that author, will,
I perfuade myfelf, not be contefted by the critics of
the prefent age. The coin therefore was ftruck at
Dardanoffa, or Daraniffa, which feems to have been
a town feated in Sophene, a province of the Greater
Armenia, in the reign of the emperor Commodus,
where the Roman power at that time prevailed. And
this is confonant to the faith of hiftory (2), from
whence we learn, that the conqueft of Armenia was
effected, after the redution of Artaxata, by Statius
Prifcus, not many years before Commodus afcended
the imperial throne. Nay, the whole country is faid to
have been conquered, and reduced to the form of a
Roman province, in the days of Trajan. The figure
of the Sigma likewife on this medal, fo fimilar
to the form of that element on certain Armenian

(1) Ptol. Geograph, Lib. V. c. 13. , :
(2) Dioy Lib. LXVIIL Jul. Capitolin. in Marc, & 'in Ver.
Lucian. p. 347. Jamblichus spud Photium, p. 242. .
Co1ns
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coins of the fame age, will bring a frefh acceflion
of ftrength to the notion here propofed to the con-
fideration of the learned; if it will not, in conjunc-
tion with what has been offered, evince this beyond
the poffibility of a doubt.

As the medal before me has never been hitherto
publithed, nor perhaps ever feen in any other cabinet,
either of the curious or the learned, I was in-
clined to believe, that a defcription of it, as well as the
draught of it attending this paper, [See T AB.1.] might
not prove altogether unacceptable to the Royal Society ;
efpecially, as it enables us to emend the corrupted
proper name of a town in Ptolemy, and evinces
Dardanoff3, or Daraniffa, to have been fubject to Com-
modus when he prefided over the Roman world.
Nor can any thing, as the authority of MSS. muft give
way to that of antient coins and infcriptions, be
better fupported than fuch an emendation. Nor
have any .coins of this city been ever difcovered
before. ~All which will, I flatter myfelf, be deemed
a fufficient apology for the trouble given on this oc-
cafion by,

SIR,
Your moft obedient humble Servant,

Chrift-Church, Qxon, .
Dec. 7, 1765, John Swinton,

V. Obfervations



